diseases, and Howard Fox explains that androgens and oestrogens are probably the major determinants of this phenomenon. In rats, androgen was necessary to maintain low levels of autoantibodies, and treatment with androgens prevents diabetes. The sex hormones act by altering gene expression; oestrogen treatment positively regulated the gamma-interferon promoter.
Many breast tumours are hormone responsive in the sense that they are dependent on oestrogen for their growth and development. Oestrogen deprivation is still the keystone of treatment. However, sooner 
